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(How can learners autonomously foster their English skills for academic purposes and critical thinking skills?)
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(How are language learning, gender, and language ideologies intertwined?)
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(How should the notion of the ‘native speaker’ be problematized and reconsidered?)
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I explore the ways in which learners can autonomously develop their critical
thinking skills as well as linguistic (English) skills necessary for academic
activities. I am also deeply engaged in creating and editing English textbooks that
can enhance learners’ awareness of global issues observed both in Japan and in

the world.
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‘ | examine the relationships between language learning, gender, and language

ideologies (people’s thoughts, beliefs, and feelings about language). In
particular, focusing on Filipino Skype eikaiwa, which is getting popular in
Japan, | investigate the ways in which Filipina tutors are constructed as
gendered entities through Japanese male learners’ discursive practices.
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Concentrating on the term ‘native speakers,” I problematize and reconsider this
notion from a critical perspective. For example, I address questions such as “Is :
‘native English’ always correct?” and “What is ‘correctness’?” It could be said E! /
that what | am doing is similar to engineering in that raising questions as to :

‘established knowledge’ is a good first footstep for academic inquiries.
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