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(How much can short-term stays abroad help children to improve their foreign language?)
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(How much can play-based language learning help children develop oral skills in a foreign language?)
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(How early must learners start to learn a foreign language to benefit from a naturalistic language learning
experience?)
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My research focuses on the impact of naturalistic short-term stays abroad on
children’s foreign language (FL) development. Specifically, I examine to
what extent Japanese children can improve their English narrative ability
during their one-month homestay abroad without formal study.
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I While play (such as singing songs, reciting rhymes, and doing role-playing
NOP RST W x ¥ 7 through dramas) is believed to facilitate children’s language development,
little is known about its effectiveness in FL learning contexts. | investigate
Japanese children learning English once a week in a play-based program to see if such consistent, albeit minimal,
English exposure through fun play activities can help develop their oral skills.
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Many Japanese parents have a strong desire to raise children to become
bilingual. For these parents, informal FL learning programs exist where
children can learn their target language (English) naturally through play and
language immersion from a young age. | examine the relationship between
these children’s English ability and their starting age of exposure to English.
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